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IN THE CLAIMS 0^*^ 



The present listing of the claims replaces all past listings of the claims. 



Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A self-closing drawer guide wife , wpfippsinR 

a guide rail for attachment atteeked to a body wall of an item of furniture/ > 

Mi a running rail for attachment to a furniture drawer .wbich running rail feat movably 

supported relative to the guide failjced attaohod to tfao drawer , optionally with on intcipooed 

oent e rratf; 

a ratchet housing arranged on o n a of oifecy the running rail oi:4he-gpi^:gMk > ^ 

wheifeby a movable ratchet element residing in the ratchet hou sing, the ratchet element 

feel is pretensioncd in twe^ first and second positions that arc spaced apart in fee ay^^ativg 

movement direction of the guide rail and running rail^^ drawer is provid e d in a ratchet houaing 

arrang e d on ono of tho two aforomeptionod outer railOj with 

the ratchet element hflVHigsanJEBSi^ ^ iiRneptaclc fey adapted to receive a catch t^>^ 

eaters tho receptac te when the giiM e Ma m A tho runmne rail mwe reJauve to co^othoFto 

iqaiuiOAdbffee a.closed position, th^cby disengaging the pretcnsioned movable ratchet element 

from the corresponding ^ fesi position and moving the ratchet clement by spring trosion into 

the other end ^ggond position, the ratchet element entraining the cofrcspondinfi-gw^B y nimiiflR 

A 

mil by the catch held in the receptacle in the closing direction of the drawer^j 

a cylindrical bousing fixedly arranged to the ratchet housing , the cylindrical hoi^ 
comprising . 

choTttctorigod in that the a.$pring assembly oonaprioea a piston and a spring. 
the piston having d isposed in an olongfitod oylindrical houoing wife a pistor^ ro d feat io ottnohod 
tothopistooatid pfojeets projecting outwardly from one end of the cylindrical housing, and 

feal fee cpr^ng rtf fiift qprifig nrrpmhi y l^eing arranged between the piston and Qftfefi£fe 
.eBd4MftH» that at least partiallv closes off sc^ end face cf the cvlindrieal housing, and, fe^ 
pH^^ona , the spring being adapted to oretCTsion the movable ratchet etCTuent via die piston 
rod is ommgod botwocn tho pioton ond on e of tho end woUo tbnt at least partially clooo off the 
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cg).dfiM?oofthecylmdriofllhouflmg, and 

that tho houaing of the - opring <iooembly to fixedly aiyangcd op tho rail that cuppoito fe e 
movable ratchet clomcnt . 

2. (Currently Amended) The self-closing drawer guide of claim 1 , eh oractcrizod in that 
• wherein fe^Sa^ end of the ratchet housing feeing the piston rod that operates tho mtchot oloment 
is pmided with an elongated extension which supports the cylindrical housing that receives the 
pretensioned spring. 



3. (Currently Amendec^ The self-closing drawer guide of claim 2, characterigodinthnt 
wherein the ratchet housing and the extension that supports the cylindrical housing fonn an 

• clongated ^iM^ integral component 

4. (CXirrently Amended) The self-closing drawer guide of claim 3, ehoHiotcriged in that 
^ whefem the integral component is an integrated plastic component 

5. (Currently Amended) The self-closing drawer guide accoidmg to one of cloimfl 1 to ^ ^ 
g full Qxtonflion^ with o ^ dahnT?^ the center fail diopoood bo t wecn the nmoing roil and the 
guide rail ead is.supportcd for longitudinal movement relative to thooo roito; thg]WqQ"^R ffllgn<^ 

/ ^ the etiide rail, s aid center rail supporting the running rail and the guide rail with a vertical mutual 

spacing therebetween, chnrnDtorigo Aj n that a nd wherein the ratchet housing and the spring 
assembly are arranged in the intermediate space between the running rail and the guide rail. 

ClCi.l.*^5 iK% If) 

Y^. (Currently Amended) The self-closing drawer guide of eia»*, choraotGriged in that 

• wherein t b u iaiohtl liUUUUm ilmt m u v a bly s upports the rntrhPt e lement i a waiigud OB Htu lumiing 

• rtil, wliilc the catch is arranged on the guide rail. C*'*^loSfJ cUiw^ 



• 7. (new) The self-closing drawer guide ti ^^^l^ ^sr^^ comprising a center rail disposed 
between the guide rail and the running rail. clcwim I ! 
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January 12, 2006 



Examiner' 



s Proposed Amendments to the Claims 



The major issue in claim 1 that is addressed by the proposal concerns the 
"positioning" of the ratchet housing with respect to the rails. The 
specification and drawings provide clear support for the claimed language as 
now proposed; but an outstanding issue is present, if left as currently 
amended, i.e., no clear support for the ratchet housing attached to the guide 
rail. It is noted that the last paragraph in the specification does provide for 
the opportunity for such a reversal, but since the drawings are void of this 
possibility, it would not be readily clear what a drawing correction 
would/could entail [possible new matter situation]. 

The examiner makes note that claims 5 & 7 as currently amended raise 
1 12(2) issues since both claims depend back on each other. Changing 
claim's 7 dependency [either claim 1, 2, 3 or 4] would obviate the problem. 

The remaining proposed corrections are either minor 1 12(2) issues or 
grammatical in nature. 

It is noted that Section Headings are presently missing fi:om the 
specification and would need to be added. 

The examiner gives applicant until Wednesday Jan. 18* to respond to the 
proposed request. If accepted, applicant may submit a supplemental 
amendment [claims & specification] or defer to an examiner's amendment. 
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